Perioperative pharmacology: a framework for perioperative medication safety.
Learning pharmacology is a critical element of any health care practitioner's education to ensure quality and safety in perioperative care. The medication-use process and safe medication use are two important principles that contribute to the safe use of pharmacological agents in perioperative clinical practice. The medication-use process consists of procuring, prescribing, transcribing, dispensing, administering, and monitoring; however, variations in the medication-use process result from demands unique to the perioperative environment, and these variations can sometimes bypass the safety nets within the system. Understanding these variances will help perioperative practitioners recognize threats to patient safety and help ensure the patient's well-being. Responsibilities of a safe medication-use system include assuring the public that practitioners use medications efficiently, safely, and effectively, and fully document all medications administered.